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March 9, 2006
An Urgent Personal Letter from Congressman John Culberson to American Scientists and Engineers

Although the NASA budget proposed for Fiscal Year 2007 robustly funds our manned space program, and
we need to be thankful for this, unfortunately, the 2007 budget also devastates NASA’s scientific research
and many important space science missions. The NASA 2007 budget cannibalizes $3 billion of NASA’S
scientific research and cancels missions like the Terrestrial Planet Finder (TPF), cuts the Astrobiology
research program by 50% and cancels the long planned mission to Europa, which the National Academy of
Sciences’ Decadal Survey identified as the single highest priority mission to the outer planets. I personally
made sure Congress enacted legislation last year directing NASA to start the Europa mission this year, but
NASA ignored this specific Congressional directive and cancelled the Europa mission.

Eliminating virtually all scientific research funded by NASA and canceling the Europa mission is completely
unacceptable to me, and I hope you will act now to help me restore funding for the Europa mission and
space science research within NASA. Time is short. It is urgent that your letters and phone calls go out right
away.

Start now by writing the Chairman of the Senate Appropriations Committees, Thad Cochran of Mississippi,
and the Chairman of the House Appropriations Committee, Jerry Lewis of California. Thank them for their
strong support over the years for investing in the NSF and NASA, and ask them to move at least $1 billion,
or up to $3 billion, more dollars into NASA by taking the money from the $15 billion that Office of Man-
agement and Budget (OMB) has recommended be spent on federal programs that OMB admits are offi-
cially classified as “wasteful,” “obsolete” or “duplicative.” As an alternative or additional source of funds,
you should ask them to move $1 billion from the 2007 Budget request for Homeland Security and into
NASA because Homeland Security has a surplus of at least $6.8 billion sitting in the U.S. Treasury that was
intended for first responders but has not been spent in over three years. In other words, make Homeland
Security spend $1 billion of their unspent surplus before we give them another $1 billion, and use that $1
billion now where it is needed most for the nation’s security in the future - for scientific research and plan-
etary exploration that NASA is now canceling.

Next, write the Appropriations NASA Subcommittee members and ask them to support restoration of the
critical space science programs and projects that have been hit the hardest. Please begin with our top space
mission priority: a request that the Appropriations Committee follow through on its promise last year to start
the Europa mission this year with a $30 million new start, and explain briefly why Europa is the highest
priority of the Decadal Survey. Next, ask the Committee to protect full funding for the unmanned Mars



exploration program, the Space Interferometer Mission, (SIM), and ask them to put the Terrestrial Planet
Finder Mission (TPF) mission back in the planning queue so that necessary technology development can
continue. Finally, ask them to restore as much funding as possible to NASA’s scientific research programs
that have been cut by OMB.

Again, let me emphasize two things:

* The need for us all to support restoration of a healthy space science portfolio that contains more than
Hubble and the Webb telescope and,

» Urgent action to provide the NASA Appropriations Subcommittee with additional funds —call or write
today.

Please share my letter/email with every colleague, friend or family member who is willing to help with a
similar letter, email, fax or phone call. Quick action is essential. It would also help me if you and everyone
else shares a copy of your letter or email with me. It is very important to remember that you are writing to
friends on these committees who have been strong supporters of NASA and scientific research. Thank them
for their strong support over the years.

I'am very grateful to you for your important work and your willingness to help persuade my fellow Appro-
priators to find more money for NASA’s planetary exploration program and scientific research. Call me or
my Legislative Director Ellie Essalih if you need help or more information. A list of the names and addresses
of the key Appropriators you need to contact is attached. Good luck!

zﬁw%ﬂ»\

John Culberson
Member of Congress
Texas, District 7



SENATE:

Chairman Thad Chochran (MS)
Senate Appropriations Committee
113 Dirksen

WASHINGTON, DC 20510
(202)224-5054

(202)224-9450- fax

Senator Richard Shelby (AL)

Chairman, Commerce, Justice, and Science
110 HART

WASHINGTON DC 20510

(202) 224-5744

(202)224-3416-fax
senator(@shelby.senate.gov

Senator Judd Gregg (NH)
393 RUSSELL
WASHINGTON DC 20510
(202) 224-3324

(202) 224-4952-fax

Senator Ted Stevens (AK)
522 HART
WASHINGTON DC 20510
(202) 224-3004

(202) 224-2354 (fax)

Senator Pete Domenici (NM)
328 HART

WASHINGTON DC 20510
(202) 224-6621

(202) 228-3261 (fax)

Senator Mitch McConnell (KY)
361-A RUSSELL
WASHINGTON DC 20510
(202) 224-2541

(202) 224-2499-fax

Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison (TX)
284 RUSSELL

WASHINGTON DC 20510

(202) 224-5922

(202) 224-0776-fax

Senator Sam Brownback (KS)
303 HART

WASHINGTON DC 20510
(202) 224-6521

(202) 228-1265-fax

Senator Christopher Bond (MO)
274 RUSSELL
WASHINGTON DC 20510
(202) 224-5721

(202) 224-8149-fax

Senator Mikulski,Ranking Member (MD)

503 HART
WASHINGTON DC 20510
(202) 224-4654

(202) 224-8858-fax

Senator Daniel Inouye (HI)
722 HART
WASHINGTON DC 20510
(202) 224-3934

(202) 224-6747-fax

Senator Patrick Leahy (VT)

433 RUSSELL
WASHINGTON DC 20510
(202) 224-4242

(202) 224-3479-fax

senator leahy(@leahy.senate.gov

Senator Herb Kohl (WI)
330 HART
WASHINGTON DC 20510
(202) 224-5653

(202) 224-9787-fax

Senator Patty Murray (WA)
173 RUSSELL
WASHINGTON DC 20510
(202) 224-2621

(202) 224-0238-fax

Senator Tom Harkin (IA)
731 HART
WASHINGTON DC 20510
(202) 224-3254

(202) 224-9369-fax



Senator Byron Dorgan (ND)
322 HART
WASHINGTON DC 20510
(202) 224-2551

(202) 224-1193-fax
senator@dorgan.senate.gov

HOUSE:

Chairman Jerry Lewis (CA)
House Appropriations Committee
2112 Rayburn

WASHINGTON, DC 20515
(202)225-5861

(202) 225-6498-fax

Chairman Frank Wolf(VA)
Appropriations Subcommittee on State,
Science, Justice and Commerce

241 Cannon

WASHINGTON, DC 20515
(202)225-5136

(202) 225-0437-fax

Congressman Charlie Taylor (NC)
339 Cannon

Washington, DC 20515

(202) 225-6401

(202) 226-6422-fax

Congressman Mark Kirk (IL)
1717 Longworth
Washington, DC 20515
(202) 225-4835

(202) 225-0837-fax

Congressman Dave Weldon (FL)
2347 Rayburn

Washington, DC 20515

(202) 225-3671

(202) 225-3516-fax

Congressman Virgil Goode (VA)
1520 Longworth

Washington, DC 20515

(202) 225-4711

(202) 225-5681-fax

Congressman John Culberson (TX)
1728 Longworth

Washington, DC 20515
(202)225-2571

(202) 225-4381-fax

Congressman Tom DeLay (TX)
242 Cannon

Washington, DC 20515
(202)225-5951

(202)225-5241- fax

Congressman Alan Mollohan (WV)
Ranking Member

2302 Rayburn

Washington, DC 20515
(202)225-4172

(202)225-7564- fax

Congressman Jose Serrano (NY)
2227 Rayburn

Washington, DC 20515
(202)225-4361

(202)225-6001- fax

Congressman Bud Cramer (AL)
2368 Rayburn

Washington, DC 20515
(202)225-4801

(202)225-4392- fax

Congressman Patrick Kennedy (RI)
407 Cannon

Washington, DC 20515
(202)225-4911

(202)225-3290- fax

Congressman Chaka Fattah (PA)
2301 Rayburn

Washington, DC 20515
(202)225-4001

(202)225-5392- fax



